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been killed! It was a hard task for her, and
the tears stood in her eyes almost before she
had summoned up the courage to tell me the
worst. And when she had told me I could
not understand. The blow was too heavy,
and I felt stunned and wholly unable to
realize what it all meant. I could not believe,
either, that the news was true, for it seemed
to me impossible that any authentic intelli-
gence could have been received.

But after a night of misery, made almost
heavier to bear by reason of the glimmer of
hope which still remained that the news
might be false, the morning brought par-
ticulars confirming the first message, and
giving details which put an end to any un-
certainty. The regent had sent a letter
saying that the prisoners had been killed.
I believe he stated they had fallen in the
fight at first, but afterwards contradicted him-
self, and said they had been murdered by his
brother, the Jubraj, without his knowledge
or consent.